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I am a retired fish biologist who spent 2 year working for the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
on trout at their Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory on the east side of California and then 29 
years working for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), mostly on the research and 
management of salmon and steelhead. I have been active in the Oregon Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society (ORAFS, www.orafs.org) starting while I was working on my MS degree in Fisheries at 
Oregon State University in the early 1970s. I served in a variety of positions in the ORAFS, including 
Chapter President in 2006-2007.  
 
I was invited to be a member of the OHRC Advisory Committee in 2005 and to serve as a representative 
of “Science at Large” with a tie to the ORAFS. The ORAFS is a group of volunteers who are mostly 
professional aquatic resource biologists in government agencies, universities, Native American tribes, 
and businesses such as utility companies, the timber industry, and private consultants. Their mission is 
to improve the conservation and sustainability of Oregon fishery resources and their aquatic ecosystems 
for long-term public benefit by advancing science, education, and public discourse concerning fisheries 
and aquatic science and by promoting the development of fisheries professionals. 
 
The ORAFS has a post office box and website, but no physical office or phone number. My coordination 
with the organization is through email, telephone and personal contact with the Chapter President (newly 
elected on an annual basis), with others on the Executive Committee, and with general members of the 
chapter, especially at their annual meeting and conference that is attended by over 500 biologists. David 
Noakes, Charlie Corrarino, and Ryan Couture have also been active communicators with ORAFS, as 
has Judy Gordon of the OHRC Advisory Committee, especially through presentations of OHRC 
information at their annual conference. The ORAFS, as an independent science organization, has 
passed resolutions, developed comments and position statements, and produced background papers on 
a wide variety of issues over its history. Each of these is drafted through a collaborative effort of multiple 
biologists working independently of their employers. Drafts are brought up through appropriate 
committees and approved or disapproved by the Executive Committee or a quorum of members voting at 
an annual meeting, depending on the nature of the document. Resolutions, comments, and background 
papers have covered such topics as hydroelectric and other dams on rivers, US Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management forest management plans, instream water rights, establishment of marine 
reserves off the Oregon coast, and ODFW draft reports and policies, to name a few. ORAFS has been 
involved in the issues of hatchery and wild fish for many years, as well. 
 
They produced a background paper in 2001 on managing wild and hatchery fish in Oregon. In 2000, the 
organization testified to the Oregon State Legislature regarding the role of hatchery fish in the recovery of 
wild salmon. They commented in 2004 on the National Marine Fisheries Service’s “Proposed Policy on 
the Consideration of Hatchery- Origin Fish in Endangered Species Act Listing Determinations for Pacific 
Salmon and Steelhead”. And they have commented on ODFW draft policies and reports regarding 
hatchery and wild fish many times over the last 20 to 30 years. 
 
As an OHRC Advisory Committee member, I try to keep the leaders and key people in ORAFS informed 
about the OHRC’s activities, research results, educational efforts, and the opportunities for ORAFS to 
support and utilize the OHRC in a multitude of ways. I especially look to them, but not only to them, to 
help me in representing useful and defensible science that achieves the mission of the OHRC as I sit on 
this Advisory Committee. There’s always room for improvement in this 2-way communication with 
ORAFS and other pertinent independent groups and individuals involved with science related to the 
OHRC, and I will continue to try to improve that communication and represent the best science. 


